Wildlife Management Syllabus
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Teacher: Mrs. Dieffenbach (Mrs. D)
      Email: sdieffenbach@elcosd.org         Phone: 866-7447 ext 5301
This course is designed to introduce you to the broad area of Wildlife Management. We will be concentrating mainly on Pennsylvania’s Wildlife. Wildlife Management includes more topics than we can possibly cover in one semester. Some topics we will cover include:
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· [image: image7..pict]Wildlife Management Principals
· Endangered Species in PA
· White-tailed Deer
· Elk

· Bear

· Tracks & Scat

· PA Animals

Homework/Class work Policy:  Late homework/class work can be submitted before the end of a marking period for half credit. Most graded assignments can be corrected & resubmitted for half credit of the missed points to raise your grade. Tests, major projects and late assignments are not eligible for correction.

Extra Credit: Available upon request. See Mrs. D for details.

Extra Help: Mrs. D is always available for extra help. You can make arrangements for help before school, after school, during her prep or during period E. Don’t be afraid to ask!

Absent from class? Please check the appropriate “While you were out” bin for papers you missed and see Mrs. D for instructions. It is your responsibility to obtain & make up missed work. 

Assignments: 

· You will receive a variety of assignments in this class including tests/quizzes, in class assignments, homework, projects and labs. 

· You are duly enrolled in SAE independent study with this course. You will be required to keep a recordbook of your choosing. It will be graded throughout the course and will show on your schedule as a separate course. IT IS STRONGLY RECCOMENDED YOU PURCHASE A THUMB DRIVE THAT YOU USE FOR THIS CLASS ONLY.
· You will have a comprehensive final exam made from all the unit tests during the semester. 

· Please write neatly and make every effort to use correct spelling and grammar. There is a dictionary on the bookshelf.

· Specific grading criteria will be provided for each assignment.
· You will receive a progress report after every test.
· You can check your grades regularly on PowerSchool. Please let Mrs. D know if you see anything that does not look correct.
Final Grade:
Marking period 1 – 40%

Marking period 2 – 40%

Final Exam – 20%
Field Trips: We plan to have at least 1 field trips this year.  If you have ideas of places you would like to go please tell Mrs. D ASAP. Your classroom behavior will determine if you are allowed to attend the field trip. If you cannot behave appropriately in class, (Ie. Talking when permitted, being respectful of the instructor, etc.) you will not be permitted to attend the trip. 
Cheating  & Plagiarism Policies: The school cheating & plagiarism policies will be enforced. If caught or involved a zero will be given on the assignment, parents will be contacted and you will be referred to the office. You may also lose the privilege of working with a partner on class assignments. 

Period E: Period E is used to maintain your record book, finish class work & maintain Ag classroom. 

Monday Reading: We will start off the week with 10 minutes of quiet reading.  You may bring a personal book or borrow something from the Ag library to read. I prefer you borrow something from the Ag library. Occasionally, you will be required to read something associated with the unit we are working on.

FFA: You have the opportunity to join FFA through this course. Membership is optional. You must pay your $21.00 dues to ELCO FFA by the due date to be considered a member. The due date will be announced at the first FFA meeting.

Dieffenbach Dollars: You will have the opportunity to earn Dieffenbach Dollars throughout the semester. There will be an auction on the last class day of each month.

Animal Policy: Please ask permission to handle classroom animals. If you are given permission, their well-being is your responsibility. Treat animals with dignity. Please wash hands before & after handling animals.

Questions during Class:  The only dumb question is the one not asked! Please ask questions if you don’t understand something or if you want to know more about a topic.

Class Rules:
1. Don’t make fun of others.

2. Don’t disrupt class.

3. Clean up your messes.

4. Be respectful of others and yourself.

5. No CELL PHONES or headphones in class. (Headphones are only allowed for individual work in the computer lab.)

6. Use professional language.

7. Be safe.

8. Pick up your papers & folder on your way to your seat!!!

9. Be on time for class, in your assigned seat, quiet and ready to begin when the bell rings. (3 tardies = detention)
10. Refer to Classroom expectations for a complete listing.
What if I don’t?  Depending on the violation, any of the following disciplinary actions could occur: changed seat, lost privileges or detention. Cell phones are sent to the office.
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FYI: Mrs. D’s Pet Peeve’s

1. Packing up early.

2. Waiting at the door.

3. Talking when others “have the floor.”

4. Leaving Messes.

5. Messing with stuff in the shop. I.e. Pushing the “Red Button.”

6. Sitting around with “Nothing to do.”

7. Being negative.

8. Breaking her “Happy Bubble”. 
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